GODTEL Ministries

By: Emily van Staveren

Imagine a place where
everyone is welcome
and supported no mat-
ter who you are or
what you have been
through. This place is
called God’s Open Door
To Eternal Life, or i
GODTEL Ministries.
GODTEL is a homeless
shelter, with an amaz-
ing history and amaz-

Mary & Martin Baker at the Lufkin GODTEL

ing people who

founded it. The staff work as hard as they can for their residents, and
makes sure everyone is okay. GODTEL has truly made an impact on our
community.

The beginning of GODTEL

GODTEL Ministries had an interesting history
for forty-eight years. In 1977 the Redland
Hotel, in Nacogdoches, Texas, was trans-
formed into God’s Open Door To Eternal
Life. After a couple months, a staff member
took the beginning of each word in the title

| and shortened it to GODTEL. They also real-
=== | ized that the former hotel is now

The Redland Hotel “God'’s hotel.”

Later, in October of 1983, GODTEL was added in Lufkin, Texas. They didn’t
know how much residents there would be, so they stuck with the four
buildings that were already there. Mission directors, Mary and Martin
Baker soon realized that they needed more buildings, fast forward forty
years and GODTEL is still thriving. GODTEL can now be found in three dif-
ferent places in east Texas. GODTEL's history is one of a kind and will be
for many years.




Who founded it?

GODTEL Ministries was founded by June Gentry.
Born as Frank Gustav Silva, June Gentry was put in
Orange County Jail, California. During his time
there, he was unsure about God being there for
him, but one night he said a prayer to God asking
to help him, or kill him, and God answered. After
that June was released from jail, he moved to east
Texas, so he could start a new life. He spread the
Gospel about Jesus in songs and performed them at
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schools, churches, nursing homes, anywhere he could. In 1975 he thought of GOD-
TEL and with the help of family and friends, his dream finally came true. Bro. June
opened GODTEL to help people start a new life, just like he did, we thank him for
never giving up on what he wanted.

What does GODTEL do?

GODTEL has sheltered over one-million
people, but what do they really do? GOD-
TEL has two Bible studies a day, along
with Christian counseling. In the morning
and afternoon, a bell ringing signals it's
time for Bible study. In Lufkin, these Bible
studies are usually held by the mission
directors, Martin and Mary Baker. During
the holidays GODTEL will decorate the
cafeteria to get into the spirit. They will
typically throw Thanksgiving feasts, and
for Christmas, helpers decorate bags and
put presents in them. Some of the residents at GODTEL actually work there. The
residents that work there work in the kitchen, the office, and some even do wood-
work. GODTEL does so much for the residents, with Bible studies, job opportunities,
and even holiday cheer.

As you can see, GODTEL has made a difference since the day Brother June founded
it. GODTEL uses Bible studies as a way to show the residents that God loves you.
Now that GODTEL is in three different places it has helped more people get back up
on their feet. Next time you go to Nacogdoches, Livingston, or Lufkin, Texas, visit
GODTEL and see for yourself the magic in it.



