“His name shall be called Wonderful,

Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting

Father, The Prince of Peace.”
[saiah 9:6
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May Jesus be the Center of Your Christmas

We have seen a gratifying
transformation in one of our cur-
rent guests. When he first arrived,
he did not plan to stay long if pos-
sible and he never opened a Bible
during Bible study. (He does now.)
I asked him if he would mind me
sharing his story in our newsletter
and he said he did not mind. He
even wrote it down for me. Here is
what he wrote:

How I Got to GODTEL

My journey started in 2021. I was
living with my mother and stepfa-
ther. My stepfather and I didnt al-
ways see eye to eye and one day a
verbal argument got heated and he
decided it was time for me to go.
So, he went to the nearest Justice
of the Peace and filed for an evic-
tion. When the adate arrived for me
to be out, Constables showed up
and told me that I needed to move
all my stuff. I really didnt have any
place to go, so I told them to just
take me to jail. At first, they said,
“no,” but after a brief struggle,
they changed their minds. First, I
went to the hospital, then to jail. I
stayed in jail for a year. While
there, a guy told me about GODTEL
and that it was just up the road
from the county jail now. While I
was serving my time in jail, I was
told that my brother died in No-
vember of 2021. Then, in January
of 2022, news came that my
mother had died. This meant that

support, was gone so when I was
released, I had nothing—just the
clothes I had on. I went in the di-
rection of GODTEL, walked in the
door, and asked the man at the
desk if I could stay. After answer-
ing a few questions, they checked
me in at 4:00 p.m. Since 2022 I
have lived at GODTEL with the ex-
ception of a brief time when I left.
Thankfully, I was allowed to come

back and have lived here and

helped with staffing and whatever
is needed of me. I have learned
mostly patience. I started reading
my Bible and humbled myself. I
am not anywhere close to perfect
but I think I've made a change. I
greatly appreciate GODTEL and
everybody that volunteers and
works for GODTEL. I think if there
were more people and places like
this, the world would be a little bit
better. — JD.N.

J.D. is now our men’s laundry
man and doing a great job.

A rather humorous side note:
One day a couple of police offi-
cers were here looking for some-
one and saw J.D. They asked if
that was actually him because he
looked so very different than the
man they had arrested back in
2021. They were incredulous at
the change in him.

To God be the Glory.

Giving Thanks
We have been truly blessed by

almost everybody I had, in terms of all the food and monetary dona-

tions that came in last month to
make our Thanksgiving Day cele-
brations special. Our meals that
day were very bountiful indeed.
One source was from Brook-
shire Brothers Grocers in Nacogdo-
ches, who donated “Brown Bags of
Hope” filled with holiday foods.

Shown here with the bags are our
Assistant cook, Brittain Joplin, and
Richard Silva, our Mission Manager.

One Saturday before Thanks-
giving Day, a group from First
Baptist Church Haslam, pastored
by Jody Hooper, came and served
their annual Thanksgiving BBQ

meal with ribs, pulled pork, potato
salad, baked beans, and desserts
all of which they prepared them-
selves. It was, oh, so delicious!
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Nacogdoches Stats — October, 2025

October Residents:
Nights’ Lodging Provided:
Meals Served:

Christian Help Ctr. Clients:

87
1,987
6,080

898

Livingston Stats — October, 2025

Martin Baker
Executive Director

Bro. June Gentry in September of
2021, GODTEL’s Board of Direc-
tors unanimously voted to promote
Martin from Vice President to Presi-
dent of the Board of Trustees and
Executive Director of GODTEL.
GODTEL is incorporated under
the laws of the State of Texas but we
do not seek nor accept government
funding of any kind. GODTEL oper-
ates three homeless shelters in East
TX, located in Nacogdoches,
Lufkin, and Livingston where the
Gospel of Jesus Christ is presented
daily in word (twice daily Bible
classes & Christian counseling) and

October Residents: 13 Martin was a founder of deed (shelter, food, clothing, and
. , . N and, since 1975 has been Other necessities).
Nights’ Lodging Provided: 282 affiliated with, God's Open In Nacogdoches and Livingston
Meals Served: 960 Door To Eternal Life db.a. GODTEL operates “Christian Help
Christian Help Ctr. Clients: 404 GODTEL Ministries, a 501 Centers”  which “freely ~provide
' ' (¢)(3) organization. clothing, furniture, and household
Following the death of items to the poor.
Lufkin Stats — October, 2025 Qowins T a0 P
) "The poor have the Gospel preached to them."
October Residents: 58 Matthew 11:5
Nights’ Lodging Provided: 941
Mg s S gd.g 2959 On the Web: www.godtel.org
eals served: ’ E-mail: godtel@minister.com  Facebook: @GODTEL.Ministries

Now, About Thanksgiving

One of the things we were thank-
ful for this Thanksgiving is that one
more soul was added to God’s king-
dom, and that is why we do what we
do: housing and feeding the poor and
homeless. Praise the Lord!

Our Thanksgiving Day meals were
open to the public and we did have
guests at each of our three locations.
In Nacogdoches (the first of our shel-
ters which opened in 1977), we
served 104 individuals at noon. In
Lufkin (shelter #2, which opened in
1983), we served 52 hungry people at
2:00 p.m., and in Livingston (our third
shelter which was opened in 1988),
we served 44 meals at 4:00 p.m. No
one went away hungry, that is for
sure. We are very thankful for every-
one who donated food or finances for
us to purchase food. We also appreci-
ate the men who gave of their time to
present a devotion at the beginning of
our meals. Tom Owen, pastor of First

Baptist Church in Goodrich, was our
Livingston speaker and in Nacogdoches,
Chris Englert, who is on GODTEL's Board
of Trustees (and a weekly Bible study
teacher), gave the devotion.

Here are some photos of our Thanks-
giving Day crowds (Top is Nacogdoches

For Your Information

Bro. June’s sermons,
music, and memorial ser-
vice are available for
viewing and listening to |
on YouTube. Just search §
for “June Gentry preach-
ing” and you can hear
the sermons he has preached at the
missions.

His music CDs and helpful Chris-
tian literature, including the series on
Faith by Manley Beasley are also
available directly from GODTEL
(Contact information is at the bottom
of this page). Call, email, or write us.

God be with you until next time — and
may your Christmas be truly blessed.

Donate Your Scrap Metal

GODTEL accepts scrap metal
donations, including old cars,
lawn mowers, and appliances at
each of our three locations.
(We will pick up vehicles when possible.)

— Nancy Gentry
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